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West End Poised
From Southern yC in New Orleans, it’s 

impossible to miss the still unrepaired 
Municipal yacht Harbor nearby. Part of 
an expansive marina and park com-
plex owned by the city, it has taken the 
neighborhood of West End nearly eight 
years to secure rebuilding funds for the 
damage of Hurricane Katrina. Having 
reached financial settlements with FEMA 
that will equal up to a nearly $20 mil-
lion recreational boating infrastructure 
investment in the area, the West End is 
poised to become a major draw for na-
tional and international championships.

Rebuilding launches, piers, and other 
boating infrastructure is expected to 
start this spring and finish a year later. 
New commercial developments are be-
ing studied, and two non-profits are fun-
draising for further enhancements, one 
of which is a community sailing center 
that will become a home for collegiate 
and high school sailing.

Located on Lake Pontchartrain, West 

End already encompasses 100 acres 
of green space, unparalleled spectator 
viewing areas, and nearly 1,000 boat 
slips as well as nearby sail lofts, chan-
dleries, and restaurants. New Orleans 
has hosted multiple class champion-
ships—even the 2012 J/22 Worlds—while 
its largest marina lay unrepaired. In 
2013, West End will host the Rhodes 
19 Nationals, the Opti Midwinters, and 
two prestigious team racing events: the 
Soiland Cup and the Nichols Cup. 

Home to a respected sailing commu-
nity, the existing infrastructure of four 
yacht clubs coupled with this serious 
investment may well make stories from 
Bourbon Street commonplace amongst 
sailors.                                -TROy GILBeRT

The New Orleans neighborhood of West 
end, which encompasses 100 acres of 
green space and nearly 1,000 boat slips,  
has secured funds to rebuild and improve 
its recreational boating infrastructure.

mcKee’s Minute 
every program has a limited number 

of new sails due to 

budget and/or class 

limitations. Because 

of class rules, my 

Melges 20 program 

has six new sails to 

use between now 

and the Worlds in 

December. However, 

you may only be able to afford one new 

Laser sail each year, or you may have a 

set budget for your PHRF boat. I like to 

start the season on a positive note with 

new sails. I also like to buy new sails be-

fore the major championship of the year. 

There may be some tradeoffs; take into 

consideration the state of your existing 

inventory as it may still have some com-

petitive life. A few points to consider: 

›› choose your sail maker and stick 

with them, unless there is a major devel-

opment in your class. you will get com-

fortable tuning them in all conditions. 

›› Take care of your sails. Sails wear 

out mostly from luffing and folding, and 

from UV exposure. Be careful hoisting 

sails (downwind hoists and drops for jibs 

are best), take the sails down between 

races, and keep the sails out of the sun 

when possible. Also be careful furling 

the sails; furling downwind is better. 

Don’t leave sails furled for long periods 

of time. And make sure you do not use 

your spinnaker as a shrimp net. 

›› Don’t pull out your new rags the day 

before the big race. Even if they are sup-

posed to be the same as your old sails, 

there are always small adjustments to be 

made before a new sail is ready to race: 

batten tension, tack setback, telltales, 

luff cord tension for spinnakers, etc. I 

like to use my new sails at least two 

days before the big race. 

›› mains and spinnakers last longer 

than jibs, usually about twice as long. A 

new jib is pure speed. 

›› Save your first-string sails for the 

major races, and use your second-string 

sails for practice and smaller races.     
—JONATHAN mcKee

crews Wanted
The dedicated media crewmember position in the past three 

editions of the Volvo Ocean Race have been critical to the 
race’s worldwide visibility. For the 2014-’15 edition, the position 
title is changed to “Onboard Reporter,” reflecting a (welcome) 
variation in the job requirements, yet to be fully defined in the 
Notice of Race, that, for starters, will have them spending more 
time at the multimedia editing station than cooking and clean-
ing dishes. Those seeking misery, adventure, and a once-in-a-
lifetime experience should head to sailingworld.com/1303vor 
for more details.    -DAve ReeD


