
Cruising past centuries-old Spanish forts 

lost and subsiding in the marsh 

grass with brown pelicans perched on the bones of ancient 

lighthouses and fi shing camps lost in storms past, New 

Orleans’ skyline lies in the distance and waits. A city defi ned 

by water, shaped by the lazy crescents of the Mississippi River 

and buttressed by miles of levees that rarely fail, New Orleans 

is that exiled European society lady that you wish would invite 

you to dinner parties more often. She is that older, seductive 

woman that offers everything and is a forgotten cruising 

destination on the Gulf Coast.

The City That Care Forgot—or as it’s better known, the Big 

Easy—is known primarily for Bourbon Street, but as all locals 

will tell you, dig a little deeper and the city will astound you. 

New Orleans is a maritime city—and is, in reality, an island 

surrounded by the river to the south, the 633-square-mile Lake 

Pontchartrain to her north—with abundant marshlands fi lling 

in the gaps. Inaccessible by anything except boats until the 

introduction of railroad bridges in the 19th century, the city is 

easily attainable by cruisers.

The massive yet misnamed Lake Pontchartrain that forms 

the city’s northern shore is more of a tidal basin and, with 

a nearly uniform 12-foot depth, it is easily navigable and 

accessible from the Gulf of Mexico and the Mississippi Sound 

via the Rigolets Pass. Originally built as a resort in the 1830s 

on the lake, New Orleans’ neighborhood of West End is the 

recreational boating heart of the city, and alone is older than 

most cities in North America.

West End is an expansive oak-lined park and marina complex 

built on land reclaimed from the lake and surrounded by condo 

BY TROY GILBERT

The City That Care Forgot
Beyond the bustle of Bourbon Street, 
a rich culture awaits cruisers.
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RESOURCES

Orleans Marina
221 Lake Marina Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70124
(504) 288-2351
marinasinneworleans.com/
OM.htm

Municipal Yacht Harbor
401 North Roadway
New Orleans, LA 70124 
(504) 283-9676
nomunicipalharbor.com

Southern Yacht Club
105 North Roadway
New Orleans, LA  70124
(504) 288-4200
southernyachtclub.org

Sintes Marine
7385 W. Roadway
New Orleans, LA 70124
(800) 535-8630 
seachestdistributors.com

North Sails
1716 Lake Avenue  
Bucktown, LA 70005
(504) 831-1775

Deanie’s Seafood Bucktown
1713 Lake Avenue
Metairie, LA 70005
(504) 831-4141
deanies.com

Russell’s 
Marina Grill
8555 Pontchartrain Boulevard  
New Orleans, LA 70124
(504) 282-9999
russellsmarinagrill.net

Cafe Degas
3127 Esplanade Avenue
New Orleans, LA 70119
(504) 945-5635
cafedegas.com

Mondo
900 Harrison Avenue  
New Orleans, LA 70124
(504) 224-2633
mondoneworleans.com

Tony Angelo’s
6262 Fleur De Lis Drive  
New Orleans, LA 70124
(504) 488-0888

Tujaques
823 Decatur St.
New Orleans, LA 70116 
(504) 525-8676
tujaguesrestaurant.com
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West End

Location •

high-rises and a resurgent upper middle class neighborhood 

fi lled with fi ne restaurants, coffee shops and nightlife. Home 

to two yacht clubs—including the second oldest club in 

the United States, the Southern yacht Club founded in 

1849—as well as sail lofts, fuel docks, haul-outs, and ships’ 

chandleries, West End is a working and full-service marina 

district ideally located for exploration of the city.

Eight years ago, West End and the surrounding 

neighborhoods were completely devastated by the levee 

failures following Hurricane Katrina, but all have made 

an unheralded comeback. Home to two transient and 

liveaboard-friendly marinas boasting a combined 1,000-

plus slips— including the largest, which is currently 

embarking on a nearly $20M restoration—West End 

and her park complex has become a national draw for 

world-class boating events and regattas including the 

Location •

Lake Pontchartrain

Louisiana

The Crescent City, as seen across the Mississippi River at night
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National Sailing Hall of Fame’s second induction ceremony in the fall of 2012.

Originally home to myriad jazz clubs immortalized by greats such as Louis 

Armstrong, West End is now home to a legacy of classic New Orleans restaurants 

within easy walking distance. The line for breakfast at Russell’s Marina Grill is filled 

with a mix of families, Olympic sailors and shrimpers. A few blocks away, Deanie’s 

Seafood Restaurant is the anchor for the fishing neighborhood of Bucktown, filled 

with unassuming markets for the daily catches from the shrimp and crab boats 

docking less than 50 yards away. Grocery stores, pharmacies and coffee shops 

are all within a two-block walking distance. 

Diversified since the storm and catering to modern tastes, great Italian, Mexican 

and sushi restaurants face the marinas and are all geared for the locals who know 

and expect good food. Within 15 blocks of West End on Harrison Avenue, your 

options expand even more. Legendary seafood po-boys can be found at Koz’s, 

and world-famous chef, cookbook author and resident of the Lakefront, Susan 

Spicer, has her second restaurant, Mondo, located directly across from the West 

Marine store. Down the street, Tony Angelo has his namesake Italian restaurant 

in an unassuming house that was a regular haunt of Frank Sinatra and the Cosa 

Nostra—just say “feed me” and order a bottle of chianti, and the staff will know 

you’re a pro as they deliver taste after taste from off the menu.

Across City Park from West End and Lakeview is Bayou St. John and the 
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Balcony in the French Quarter
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neighborhood of Faubourg St. John. Here, along an ancient 

Indian path on high ground, lies the New Orleans Museum 

of Art and the finish of Esplanade Avenue. Historic and 

beautiful homes, coffee shops and restaurants, including the 

classic French bistro, Café Degas, which takes its name from 

the painter Edgar Degas who lived blocks away, all line the 

avenue leading straight down to the French Quarter.

The heart of the city, the French Quarter, is only a 15-minute 
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FREE 
iPhone and 
iPad Apps

NavNet Remote – iPad 
only App – Allows you 

to remotely control your 
NavNet TZtouch unit

Available at

NavNet Viewer – iPad and 
iPhone App – Allows you to 
view NMEA2000 Data and 

your Fish Finder screen

• Radar • GPS • Fish Finder • AIS • Satellite Weather

And our new Palm Beach County location:
155 East Blue Heron Boulevard, Riviera Beach, Florida 33404

405 NW South River Drive
Miami, FL 33128
ph: (800) 826-5716
www.LangerKrell.com
And our new Palm Beach County location:

Come See us at the 
Palm Beach Boat Show
Clematis Tent 525-526  

C
H

r
IS

 g
r

A
N

g
E

r
 P

H
O

T
O

New Orleans is world renowned for its live music scene, and the Spotted Cat on Frenchman Street is a lively spot to experience it.



The innovation continues….

The New Cutwater 30 has arrived!

CutwaterBoats.com  |  800.349.7198

◆  Enclosed Shower
◆  Extended cockpit seating
◆  Fuel effi cient Volvo diesel
◆  20+ knot cruise speed
◆  Keel stepped hull
◆  Bow and stern thrusters
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with local and touring acts, and music pours out of the clubs and onto the street. 

Catch amazing jazz at Snug Harbor or the Spotted Cat, while more eclectic fare can 

be found at DBA or the Blue Nile seven days a week.

The city is a living museum. Hop aboard the oldest continuously-running streetcar line 

and $20 cab ride from West End, 

and is always awake and beating. 

Stroll Bourbon Street once for the 

experience and then leave the 

tourists behind. Take a pedicab 

and hit the locals’ bars of the Chart 

House, the Carousel bar, Cosimo’s 

and Molly’s at the Market—take your 

time; people-watch. Dinner at Irene’s 

or Meauxbar push the boundaries 

of modern Creole cuisine. For a real 

expedition into world-class dining 

history, Tujaque’s and Galatoire’s are 

unmatched and both have operated 

for nearly two centuries.

Located next to the French 

Quarter and a quick stroll across 

Esplanade Avenue is Frenchman 

Street, what has become known as 

the “Locals’ French Quarter” since 

the 90s. Here, live music abounds 

On Frenchman Street, you never know who you’re going to run into as musician Coco Robichaux 
chats outside his favorite haunt, the Apple Barrel.
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Zeno   Mattress has been in the business of making cus-
tom mattresses for yachts and homes for over 40 

years. Located in sunny Fort Lauderdale, their spacious showroom 
and workshop and on-hand skilled craftsmen can produce mat-
tresses in any shape or form for you. 
With three generations of experience and knowledge, no order is 
too big or small for the Zeno Mattress staff. From a 9-foot by 12-
foot bed to a single mattress they can design and custom make to 
fit your needs. A mattress can be delivered or shipped within days.
The mattress can be fabricated in a variety of materials and thick-
ness along with an innerspring. You also have the choice of a vari-
ety of materials such as latex rubber, urethane or foam mattresses. 
Zipper covers can be made if necessary. Their mattresses can 
have a pillow top for additional comfort. The employees of Zeno 
Mattress will sit down with you and help you pick out the mattress 
that best suits your needs.

But don’t take our word for it. Zeno mattress has been making 
these items for some of the most famous yachts and manufac-
tures in the United States. Yacht builders from Seaforce IX to Trin-
ity Yachts use Zeno Mattress for bedding on their own custom 
yachts. Thousands of smaller crafts have installed Zeno’s mat-
tresses as well and they continue to keep using them.
A good nights sleep can make or break your boating day so buying 
a bed from a reputable firm is crucial.

For estimates and more information, call 954-764-1212 
Fax 954-764-1214 or visit the showroom at 

101 N.W 6 Street, Fort Lauderdale FL. 33311

in the United States on Canal Street and architecturally page 

through history as you head uptown along the majestic oak-

lined St. Charles Avenue. Here you’ll find miles of mansions built 

when New Orleans was the banking and cotton capital of the 

New World, as well as Tulane and Loyola Universities. 

New Orleans has always been a key port city for North 

America and like all ports, it has an incredibly diversified 

population and culture. The arts and music flourish and find 

freedom and inspiration in this atmosphere, from playwrights 

and writers to artists, musicians and chefs. The same is easily 
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Exchange Alley in the French Quarter, scene of great alfresco dining
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The Southern Yacht Club’s history dates back to 1849.
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found at West End with her sail makers and boatwrights, 

naval architects, Olympic sailors, and those that deck out 

their boats for the Christmas boat parade.

New Orleans is not to be tread lightly for a simple weekend. 

Vibrant and romantic, the city is full of history, architecture and 

culture that cannot be learned in a lifetime. Less than two centuries 

ago, one could only approach the city by boat, navigating the 

curves of her bayous, marshes and the river. New Orleans will give 

up her secrets, and arriving at the helm of a boat is the sultry and 

less-traveled modern path that reaches back through history.    
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